oY 
; 
> 


Meſſts. THOMAS JENKINS S8 


[ J a 1 Pg ö i 
? * + ” : * 8 2 9 , : P . 7 1 
— — . 
y : : 1 
, q - & 8 oF 
* kh — — 7 ˖ & 
. * 
5 AND OM 
. * ” 3 A 
. * = — * 9 
1 2 # 
x 89 0 5 4 2 N * 4 a « Cs * 4 J. 
, Py : * A « uf — q * 1 
of 4 8 % & > 8 4 — * wow I, * LON | 
* * 1 K — * . : 
* 7 —_— * L - of — * * 1 n . ; 4 
8 W q f 1 . , 25 F 
. D A \ 1 D L Q W E L L I'N; | | - IFh 
R | k 834 . : - I 2 - + : * 
1 - 2 £ : 7 — 5 * - 1 5's [ 
8 — 4 k - : 
a 8 . fy * 4 T | - 15 
0 : . x K - - * Pl Z . 
. 1 * * 2 _ - a - - - 4 , * , $4 
EE on { ky „ 
4 of 3 1 > 5 q * 1 : - 4 a a i > Fo 5 04 
[ * vw IT ETD 0 gi t $+ " 7 f 3 . A ; - n 
1 7 i fy 4 : * . ; * * ; 25 ey 7 5 ” 5 ; x < 4 g - * : 4 {IS : 
E 5 2 : 8 ; : - 4,8 | 8 = 2 4 2 . ; 2 
. : a 7 * 3" : > 3 7 
. 4 * S055. > 
g 5 3 1 *. 8 
4 8 3 * I 


lived five gs 1 


: 
_— — 
— — 


6 
. 
, 
* 
— 


1 
> 


— 


an ee Attacks 88 the wild Beaſts 
Savages, returned ſafe to LoxDoNn in September | 
1781, r having been eleven years in thoſe 3 
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SLIVES, VOYAGES, and TRAVELS 
of Meſſrs. THOMAS JENKINS S and 
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1 DAVID LOWELLIN was born near the ſpot where 
| 'the caſtle of Methravill once ſtood, in the county of 
Montgomery, anno 1726. I removed from thence, with my 
Parents, to an hereditary eſtate of their own, ſituate between 

Aberiſtwith and Cardigon, on the ſea coaſt, when about 
three years old; and having a full proſpect of the veſſels 
paſſing up and down the channel from my father's door, my 
early attention was from time to'time ingroſſed, and frequent 
inquiries made concerning them, which inereaſed as my 
ideas opened, till they became troubleſdine; and often 
difficult for thoſe near me to anſwer, ' whit [aifed-4 in me 2 
deſire of ſeeing thoſe fine cities, towns, and countries I ſo 
frequently heard magnified by ſervants and others daily con- 
verlant with me, whoſe delight was to explain ſuch innocent 
inquiries, to my ſatisfaction, whether truly acquainted with 
the ſubject, or not, as ſome who had never been twenty 
miles from the ſpot would, from hearſay alone, entertain 
me with various relations of many diſtant” parts, adding 
plauſible einbelliſhments to excite my wonder, whereof my 
indulgent” parents approved, without reflecting on the 
inipreſſion it made in my tender mind, till 1 had imbibed 
ſuch incljnations for going to fea, as could not afterwards be 
removed, though never intended for it by my parents, who 
having no other children, were both ſo extremely fond of 
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me as to gratify my deſires in almoſt every point; and fre- 


quently hearing me expreſs an inclination for going abroad, 
they jointly conſented for me to viſit Liverpool, Dublin, 


. co and Briſtol, with” Captain Jones and his ſen Griffith 


my ſchool fellow, who had been ſeveral trips at fea before. 
This youth was of a rambling diſpoſition, and filled my 
head nh ſuch idle, Notions of the empires, kingdoms, 
8. A WO 2 — nations. 
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nations, valuable commodities, and riches of the globe, con- 
firming all he faid as really true, which I was brought to 
believe, through ſeeing the numerous ſhipping, docks and 
merchants yeards, with the elegant ſtreets, ſquares, and 
magynihcent ſtructures contained in thoſe cities. I returned 
from this voyage at the latter end of October 1741, after 
having been full three months abſent from my parents, who 
received me with inexpreſſible joy, thinking it would be the 
laſt I ſhould ever make, having conſented thereto, purely | 
to gratify my curioſity, without ſuſpecting that I ſhould have 
any ſuch like requeſt to make in future; and when they 
found me ſo determined to continue traverſing the rugged 
element, their grief became inconceivably great, and in- | 
creaſed with refleftng on their indulgent conduct, for not | 
ſuppreſſing it in time, by properly checking ſervants on 
| every occaſion, which they knew had been totally neglected; 1 
? and perceiving it to originate from their over fondneſs of me, 1 
a return to Montgomeryſhire was propoſed, and accordingly 
| took place, in May 1742, to a houſe nearly ſurrounded by 
* hills and woods, plentifully ſtocked with game, and ſituate 
"8 near the banks f the Virnew, thinking to wear it from my 
thoughts by othex;amuſements, whereof I had both fiſhing, 
: fowling,.. ſettings, cards, dice, muſick and dancing, with 
= ſuitable company : Never was proper advice wanting, or more 
| pains taken with leſs ſucceſs ; every propoſal tending towards 
the eſtabliſhment of my future peace, being unhappily 
; conſidered by me as detrimental to it, for, being unable to 
procure leave to ſet out, I moſt indiſcreetly threw off that 
: Slial duty which-I ought to have held moſt dear, and took 
Rr” 120 pounds ſterling from my father's ſcrutoire, and. there- 
i with decamped by night, di guiſed in a waterman's habit: I 
arrived at Landerinye before day-light, from whence I got a 
1 paſſage· to Worceſter city, in a barge laden with timber, and 
= from thence to Briſtol, in a trow belonging to Broaſley ; 
33 and there took a paflage, for Cork, where I arrived on the 
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firſt of March 1744, juſt fifteen days after I left my father's 


houſe, being in the eighteenth; year of my ag. 
$9: intent was I in going I knew.not whether, that I in- 
# dented myſelf for three years ſervirnde with the commander 
| of a ſnow belonging to Liverpool, who affifted me in the | 
- Purchaſe of proper Boceflaries r the voyage, and took me 
on board the veilel, being then laden with proviſions for the | 
£ 


Weſt Indies, to whoſe people I inſtantly became ſubſervient, = 
N 1 v 0 : 11254 : RAS. 4 : but 
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many other veſſels outward bound, 
Paſſage, arrived at St. John's in the illand of Antigua, about 


ts) 


but equld not reconcile my hands to the JON ER; which in 
a few days made them ſo extremely ſore, as I could not 
Hold faſt enough to prevent myſelf from dropping off. the 
fprit-ſail yard, into ſuch a rapid tide, as inſtantly, wafted me 
along ſide; which the Captain obſerving, jumped into the 
boat, and drew me out by the hair, juſt time enough toſave 
me from periſhing therein. This providential delivery from 
the jaws of death, in ſuch an inſtant of time, brought me to 


reflect on the diſobedient: conduct ſhewed to the beſt of 


parents, in leaving them as I had done, placing their incon- 
ſolable diſcontent in colours I had not before thought of; 
nay, every fault I had been guilty of, accuſed me of truly 


meriting all the puniſhment which the juſt vengeance of 


heaven thought proper to inflict. In this ſituation of mind, 
I propoſed to ſend a letter to my parents, in order to crave 
their pardon, as alſo of making my caſe known to the worthy 
commander; but this laudable deſign was over-ruled by a 
ridiculous notion of being jeared by my companions for 
undertaking what I had not courage enough to go through» 
ſtitch with, therefore I reſolved to purſue my firſt plan, 
by endeavouring to ſurmount every obſtacle thus marked out 
by my own indiſcretion; and having loſt. our ſecond mate, 
with three other hands by the overſetting of a boat, and 
two more that gave us the flip by night, one being the ſhip's 


cook; and the Captain obſerving the condition of my hands, 
ordered me to-officiate in his room. This change had the 
deſired effect in every thing but drawing water, wherein 


others were ordered to aſſiſt, till my hands became feaſoned 
to it; but the figure I cut in paring pottatoes for lobſcouſe, 
making bergow, boiling beef, pork, and plumb- pudding, 
waſhing greaſy bowls, platters, pots and pans, with rooting 
among coals, and making fires, was truly Faden being 
1 painted with ſoot and fluſs. 


We failed from Cove in the beginni ning of April, with 
having a bne 


ſix weeks after, where, having delivered our cargo, we 


failed for York town in Virginia, to take in a cargo of 


tobacco for. Liverpool, and arrived there in the month 


July, by which time my hands were become pretty well 


ſeaſoned, though ſtill in the cook's office, which confined 


me to the veſſel more than others of the crew, which was 


conſidered as a kind of priſon, and my indentures a warrant 
. of 


| "6:3 
of detainure to keep me from traverſing the continent of 
America, which my rambling thoughts run ſo much on, as 
to forget the obligation due to the worthy commander for 

ſaving my life in the harbour of Cove, and other indulgent 
favours conferred on me during the-voyage, moſt obſtinately 
breaking through the agreement ſubſiſting betwixt us, by 
artfully giving him the flip, and flying to the houſe of a 
Planter for ſhelter ; but the place of my retreat being ſhortly 
made known to the captain, he ordered me on board, and 
complaining of my ingratitude, embelliſhed my hands with a 
$ pare of rufflles, humourouſſy ſaying, they became me very 
7 well, as being ornamental and uſeful on the preſent occaſion ;” 
| but having fmall hands, and the irons over large, T privately 4 
| drew them in and out it pleaſure, without being ſuſpected, 
till a ſuitable opportunity of eſcapirig thence offered, through 
the means of a country ſkipper, who came along fide with 
a lading of tobacco, and privately agreed to carry me to his | 
friend's houſe; ' where I might be concealed till after the 
veſſel left New" York, for one guinea reward; and to 
bring it about properly, I ſept aſhore in the evening, 
concealing myſelf in a buſh; near the water-fide, from 
whence he took me in as the flat paſt up along with the tide 
a flood, on having a quarterly wind; the next day he ö 
brought me into the company of Mr George Sinclair at his | 
own houſe, near Weſt-Point, who being made acquainted | 
with the concern; poſitively refuſed to ſhelter me under his 
roof, on other conditions than that of ſerving. him as an | 
apprentice for the period of two years, to his trade or occupa- 
tion of a ſhoemaker, which I preferred to the mortification 
5 of being conducted back to the veſſel, which, without my 
* | ſpeedy compliance, I foreſaw mult have really. been the 
= caſe; therefore, without heſitating, the bargin was made, 
„ indentures drawn up and properly executed betwixt us, 
3 when I found my new maſter's' family to conſiſt of five in 
24 number, viz. himſelf, wife and three children, the two 
1 youngeſt females, the oldeſt a youth of eighteen. brought up 
a to the gentle craft, who became my chief inſtructor, and a 
2 very ſuitable one he proved; on account of his being well 
N verſed in the French language, having learned it of his 
mother, who was deſcended from parents of that nation, and 
? her huſband taking delight therein, it was more practiſed 
; than Engliſh, that thereby it might become more eaſy to the 
4 family; and it fo far ingroſſed my attention, as conſidering 
| 10 EET my 
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my reſtleſs fancy, made theſe two years ſervitude paſs on 
more delightfully than could otherwiſe have been expected. 


The pleaſure I took in the ſtudy of this language ſo confined. 


me to the ſhop and houſe, that I ſeldom or ever went out, 
except in the company of ſome one or other of the family, 
who ſeeing how diligent I was to learn, took ſo much pains 
to inſtruct me therein, that, by the expiration of my time, 
I could not only converſe, but alſo read and write French 
tolerably well. During that period I ſent two letters home, 
without receiving any reply to either; whereupon I immedi- 
ately conjectured that they would not vouchſafe to writ me 
on account of my diſobedient conduct. _ 
Being now at liberty to purſue the dictates of my own 
fancy, I, without further remorſe, {ſhipped myſelf with 
Captain Yeats, in a floop belonging to Boſton, then at 
Weſt-Point, ſhe being a trader from port to port along the 
American coaſt, and ſometimes from thence to the Weſt 
India iſlands with lumber, bringing rum and ſugar in return; 
which in ſome meaſure ſatisfied my rambling curioſity, as 
in this veſſel I had the opportunity of learning the art of 
navigation, and viſiting many ſtrange. parts, which was the 
only thing I hankered after. But one day ſhe-prung a leak, 
in a, gale of wind, having the pumps choked with ſand 
ballaſt, and we muſt have inevitably foundered, or been loſt, 
had not a paſſenger who ſhowed us how to make uſe of 
canvaſs boxes which delivered ſand and water juſt ſufficient 
to keep her up till we reached New London. | 
This ſecond eſcape brought paſt things to remembrance z 
and I wrote a third letter home to my father. His reply 
came to hand in. June 1749, with an account of its being 
the firſt he had received from me, as alſo of my mother's 
death, and his own health in ſuch a dangerous ſituation, 
as to have been given over by the phyſicians, and, with a 
view to inforce my ſpeedy return, had incloſed a remittance 


for one hundred pounds ſterling, payable at ſight by a 


Philadelphia merchant. This letter I ſhowed to the Cap- 
tain, acquainting him at the {ame time with a minute detail 


of my paſt life. To which he replied, you could not have 


prevailed on me to engage you as a hand in this floop, 
through fear of bringing the divine wrath upon me, had 1 
known it ſooner; and as it has pleaſed God to keep you 
above water ſo long, I moſt humbly hope he will likewiſe 
preſerve you ſafe throughout the paſſage to England, * 


* £ * * 
. » : / * 1 o hs * * 9 TE g 
ds 4 < * * = 
LA * F< . 1 © - 
n 4 ; p """ 
* — v 
* 
[ ] 
3 


I adviſe you to go without delay, as I dare hot keep you 
with me any longer. Theſe words, added to the affecting 


lines I had juſt read, threw me into a kind of melancholy 


_ reflections concerning this unhappy misfortune, which ſelf 


accuſation gave me to underftand I had been the fole cauſe 
of; and then too late to remedy the evil, I flew to Philadel- 


phia, received the caſh, and took a paſſage for Briſtol in the 
ip Sampſon, with a much ſtronger deſire to be at home 


than ever I had to leave it; and, after a fix weeks run, met 
with a gale of wind in the chops of the channel, which 
forced us into Kingſale; from whence I took my root by 
land for Dublin, and from thence to Parkgate, in the 
packet; where I took horfe, and got home by the latter-end 
of Auguſt, and there only found two ſervants in deep mourns 
ing, from whom I ſoon learned that my mother, on finding 
my cloaths in a cloſet where I had left them, at firſt fight, 
fell into a Kind of trembling, through fear of my having 
made away with myſelf, in ſome ſhape or other, which 
being followed with a nervous fever, occaſioned her death 
nine months after: but that my father was of a different 
opinion, by reaſon of the deſire I had to travel; and miſſing 
the caſh, believed I had taken it for ſuch purpoſe; never- 
theleſs, diligent ſearch was made in the ponds, rivers, and 


woods, for ſeveral days, at my mother's requeſt, and 
meſſengers were ſent to Briſtol, Liverpool, as alſo to my 


father's eſtate on the ſea-coaſt, and other parts, without be- 


ing able to gain the leaſt intelligence of me, inſomuch that 
my uncle, | his family, and the neighbouring inhabitants, 


were greatly divided in point of opinion; ſome belieying that 


I was either deprived of life through deſign or accident, 
while others believed me to have privately withdrawn myſelf 
in diſguiſe, being ſtrongly confirmed in their opinion by 


many accurate circumſtances. 5 
My father's health began to decline ſoon after my 
mother's death, and never left him, although not thought 


dangerous till within a few weeks of the time he received 


my letter, when all parties jointly agreed iff accufing me 
as highly culpable for not acquainting them with a proper 
account of my intended voyage, by a letter from Cove, 
which was my duty; as ſuch timely information would, in 
courſe, have prevented the melancholly cataſtrophe from 
having happened. This point of negle& threw me into 
deſpair, which was highly increaſed by the viſible gloom 
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that 


that appeared in every countenancez though my father 
had, in his laſt moments, injoined his ſelect friends to 
look over it, as a thoughtleſs incident, which any other 
youth might have been guilty of, and not to make the 
remaining part of my life unhappy, on account of that, 
which he was pleaſed to ſay, my own conſcience would, in 
future, ſufficiently- puniſh me forz and this was truly 
verified: for I believed myſelf to have been the cauſe of 
ſhortening their days, and in conſequence thereof had 
excluded, myſelf from all hopes of ſalvation. - 
I chiefly dreamed by night of what I had been muſing 
on the day before; and continued thus oppreſſed in my ' 
mind, till, in order to deliver myſelf therefrom, I began 
to think of ſuicide z but the everlaſting puniſhment due to 
ſuch a crime, deterring me therefrom, I entered my cloſet, - 
and earneſtly began to pray to God, to ſhew me ſome mark 
of his enlightening grace, if my grievous fins were not alto- 
gether unpardonable. I remained for fome conſiderable 
time, Pouring out my ſoul to him who gave it; then ariſing 
from my knees, I withdrew into the adjoining room, and; 
taking a turn or two, threw myſelf on the bed, to meditate; 
when the following words came into my thoughts, I wil 
re be merciful to whom 1 will be merciful ;” and gladly 
applying it to my own caſe, a dawn of hope enſued, which 
was followed by a comfortable nap, wherein methought I 
ſaw a conſiderable large orifice in the wriſt of my right 
arm,. which looked raw within, and dry about the edge, as 
though it had been made for ſome contiderable time, with 
the ſharp and rugged end of a broken ſtick or ſplited piece 
of wood. Upon the {kin appeared two things black as jet, 
being no larger than ſmall ticks; reſembling beetles or 
clocks which live in under-ground cellars, or damp places, 
crawling ſo artfully to and fro about the orifice, as that 
with all my ſtudious care I could not prevent them from 
creeping into it, where they burying themſelves in the fleſh, 
ſhot their ſpawn or brood in ſuch a manner as the vitals 
ſoon became viſibly infected, without feeling any pain 
except that of the mind, though apparently unable to 
extricate either of them, whereby I was ſo greatly agitated, 
as to think of ſending for a phyſician to try his ikill. 
When awaking from my dream, I fenen every 
particular, at the ſame time looking upon it as a heavenly 
impulſe, thus typically revealed to anſwer my requeſt, in 
thereby ſhewing me what 3 Satan hitherto had got 
| f Over 
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over me, as I now perceived that every ſinful thought and 
action of my whole life, originally ſprung from his infuſion. 
T therefore cried out, ſaying, O Lord, be thou my phyſician, 
I beſeech thee, and enable me to refiſt and overcome the 


common enemy of all mankind. _ | 


After this I remained pretty well compoſed for ſeveral 
days, though not intirely ſatisfied in mind concerning my 
own ſalvation, till one day, when leaning back in a great 


chair, and falling into a kind of doſe, but whether afleep, 
or atherwiſe, I do not pretend to fay, becauſe I really 

thought myſelf awake, I obſerved a perſon of nearly my 
. own ſtature gradually approach me, concealing all the way 


his features from my view ; when near, he pronounced 
thefe words, Believe, and be ſaved. Then he vaniſhed from 
my fight like a ſhadow. This unexpected favour entirely 
convinced me that I was not out of the reach of mercy. 


My hopes therefore increaſed, and I became very thankful | 
for having been thus happily prevented from putting a final 


period to my own exiſtence, | — „ 
I now viewed my former ideas with great horror of 


mind; and in order to wear them off intirely from my 


thoughts, I determined on moving to ſome diſtant parts, 


put in practice, by ordering my honſhold furniture, and 
other concerns to be diſpoſed of with all convenient ſpeed; 
and having turned them into caſh, found myſelf poſſeſſed 


where the affair was altogether 7 hon®hold Far I directly 


of four thouſand pounds, exclufive of my eſtate on the 
ſea-coaſt, which brought in one hundred a year, neat . 
produce. Then diſmifling my fervants with fuitablepreſents, 


to make amends for the haſty manner of it, I took leave of 


my relations, and other ſelect friends, and directed my rout 


acroſs the mountains for Cardigan. When J arrived there, 
J ſent for my tenant, and having ſettled matters wich him 
to my wiſh, I took a paſſage with Griffith Jones my old 


mmhipmate, who, at this time, had a floop of his own bound 
for London, with merchant goods from Liverpool, having 
been put in here by contrary winds, two days after my 
arrival. Upon hearing of it I quickly made myſelf and 
- defign known to him, whereat he ſhewed much pleaſure in 
having my company to London, where we, after a delightful 

_ paſſage of twelve days arrived in July 1750, and being hauled 
 along-fide of Cotton's wharff, I took lodgings with an 

- acquaintance of his own on Tower-hili, from whence we 


in viſiting the curioſities, public gardens, and other . 
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. . 
of reſort, accidentally met with a moſt intimate acquaintance 
of good family in Sadler's Wells, who having been ſome 
years in London, ſtrongly invited us both to come and 
| ſpend an evening at his lodgings in Leiceſter- Square, which 
we accepting of, found him in a very genteel ſituation to 
all appearance, with ſeveral companions of no mean aſpect 
in company; and ſpending the evening very agreeably, it 
was followed by other viſits from time to time. We ſoon 
became as intimately connected together as formerly, inſo- 


| much that when my friend Griffith left us, I took apart- 


ments under the ſame roof. Here our favourite diverſions 
were cards and dice, whereat I and my companion Mr. 
Thomas Jenkins were continually partners, and frequently 
came off winners, to the amount of five or ten pounds, and 
ſometimes more, for the ſpace of a month or five weeks 
running, which I aſcribed to our ſuperior ſkill; but was 
therein highly deceived, for luck taking a different turn, 
ve loſt ſeven hundred pounds at one fitting, whereat my 
partner ſhewed no further concern, than telling me, it was 
not the firſt time he had met with ſuch a loſs; but that ir 
4 move him little or no concerti, as he always got his money 
ack with double intereſt; and, if I would try my luck by 
joining him again, he would likewiſe have this ſum, or 

throw as many thouſands after it; and not ſuſpecting an 
under-hand deſign, I, without heſitation accepted his 
propoſal, which, in the concluſion, fleeced me of all I had, 

my eſtate being likewiſe ſold to the winner, and the mon 

loſt. My partner alſo pretending to have been fo far taken 
in, as not to have enough left to diſcharge his lodgings, 
which he knew to be the caſe with me; and in conſequence 
of ſuch ſpeech, the winners preſented us with a hundred 
pounds each, which my pretended friend ſaid enabled him 
to diſcharge his ſervants and lodgings, as alſo to undertake . 
his journey to Wales, which he propoſed to ſet out for the 
next day, leaving me to purſue what courſe I thought 
roper ; and being aſhamed thereof, I, without mentioning. 
It to any other perſon, confidered the whole as a kind of. 
temporal puniſhment, juſtly due to my paſt conduct, and 
without giving myſelf any further concern, I procured ſeas 
cloaths, and ſoon got a birth in a veſſel bound for Leghorn. 
I continued in the Strait's trade till the beginning of the 
year 1757, when I betook myſelf to his Majeſty's ſervice, 
and remained in it till the concluſion of the war, which 
being over, I continued failing to various parts of the globe 
| Seay in 


| 
| 
[ 
; 


N ad | ? * 
E x 7 „ | 
in different bottoms, which having nothing more in it than 
what commonly happens to a ſeafaring life, I therefore 
Pals it over as unneceſſary. But on the month of February 
770, when being taken fick on the paſſage from Naples to 
-Amſterdam, I was left behind the veſſel at the houſe of 
Mr. Dart, at the Engliſh flagg in Vounger- ſtreet for fick 
quarters, where Owe running fhort, I, at his requeſt, 
ſhipped myfelf for the Eaſt Indies, under the denomination 
of a Dane, no Engliſhman being admitted into that ſervice 
knowingly, the regular wages before the maſt is a eleven 
guilders per month, making juſt twenty ſhillings Engliſh 
money, with a bounty of 150 guilders inſtead of a venture, 
which none are allowed to carry; but the money is always 
duly paid on the ſhip's return to Holland, whereto we may 
add another, which they alſo call a bounty of 200 guilders, 
for which ſam the perſon ſhipped receives a note from the 
clerk at the India-houſe, payable at the return of the ſhip's 
books from the Cape of Good-hope purporting that the 
perſon fo ſhipped is (till living, the latter being only a de- 
ception to all ſtrangers, as it is only advance-money, and 
as ſuch deducted from their wages, wherein I was alſo 
geceived, and ſhould, if I had come home in the veſſel, 
have loſt ninety guilders by ſelling the note for one hundred 
and ten, before we ſailed, which I only mention by way of 
caution to others. „ 3 
Matters being thus ſettled, I went on board, and in May 
failed from the Texel with a favourable gale, accompanied 
- by Mr. Thomas Jenkins my Leicefter-Square partner, with 
whom I had been ſo intimately unfortunate, who I now 
found accoutered in a jacket and trowſers, though very fick 
and unfit for ſuch laborious employ. The ſhort account 
he gave, was ſo very lame and triffling, as did not appear 
worth inſertitg ; I therefore paſs it over, and only mention 
the perturbation of mind I faw him in, being too great to 
admit of exaggeration ; I therefore commiſerating ſuch diſ- 
treſs made his caſe knownto the commander, who underſtood 
me in the French language, and directly ordered Jenkins to 
ſuch employ as appeared moſt ſuitable to his capacity; and 
finding him unwilling to enter into the particulars of his diſ- 


treſs, I did not think proper ta make any addition thereto, 


by urging ſuch recital ; but, on the contrary, paſt all over 
as unnoticed, doing all in my power to ferve him, which 
proved very lucky, as he bad no other on board to converſe 


with, though ſome of the people had a little broken 


Engliſh, 
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Engliſn. I therefore became his chief inſtructor, often 
aſſiſting him in what 1 likely to afford him the moſt 
relief, whereby his affection was entirely gained, which 
was followed by a ſolemn league, purpoſely made to ſtand 
by and ſupport each other on all occaſions. We had like- 
wiſe ſeveral French hands on board, all of whom I held 
in no ſmall eſteem, on account of their being far more 
obliging, and leſs deceitful than the Dutch. Their pro- 
viſions which were much inferior to thoſe uſed in Engliſh 
veſſels, proved ſo great a hardſhip as I did not get the 
better of, till extreme hunger made their grout, and other 
diſhes, to become palatable, or at leaſt not ſo diſagreeable; 
eſpecially conſidering, that they may be more wholeſome, 
becauſe leſs ſcorbutical than ours. e 

From the beginning of July, to the 19th of Auguſt, we 
had frequent ſtorms of thunder, lightening, wind and rain, 
ſome of which were moſt tremendous; when being in 13 

eaſt longitude, and 15 ſouth latitude, we fell in with a ſmall 
bark of 12 tuns or thereabouts, ſloop rigged, with her maſt 

ſtanding, but all her fails in rags, and no living foul on 
board that we could perceive. The ſhip being therefore 
heve to, and the ſmall boat hoiſt out, Jenkins, myſelf, and 
a Dutchman, were ordered to go and ſee, what ſhe really 
was; but how great was our ſurpriſe on finding two black 
men and a boy ſo much putrified in the cabin as to be ſcarce 
able to bear the ſtench that iſſued from the ſcuttel, which 
having been properly reported, the captain, and other 
officers unanimouſly agreed, that the plague, or ſome other 


eſtilential diſorder equally infective, muſt have been a- 


mongſt them, to occaſion ſuch a diſaſter; and they, in or- 
der to preyent the ſame from being communicated to the 
crew, molt cautiouſly ſupplied us with plenty of proviſions, 
water, and other neceſſaries, as alſo the long- boats ſuit of 
ſails and pendent, with orders to bend them and ſteer 
after the ſhip, keeping a full league diſtance from the lee- 
quarter; and, if we took the infection to lower the pen- 
dent half-maſt, but to keep it chock up while our health 
continued, without approaching nearer than the limits pre- 
ſcribed, till a proper ſignal was thrown out: Being there- 
fore willing to preſerve our dyn lives, we ſecured down 
the ſcuttel, without removing the corpſes; .and having 
made fail, found eighteen inches of water in the hold, 
when we feel to the pump, and ſoon freed her; then con- 
ſulting on what further ſteps were molt neceſſary to purſue, 

| LS. | we 
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we thought ourſelves more ſafe from infection while in 
the open air, than if below, and therefore agreed to re- 

ain both day and night upon deck, till we ſhould either 


fall ſick or be relieved; but things happened otherwiſe; 
for, on the evening of the 24th, the maſt was ſplit to 
_ ſhivers, and moſt part of it carried overboard, the Dutch- 


man killed at the helm, both Jenkins and I ſtruck ſenſeleſs 


to the deck by lightening forward, and upon coming to 


ourſelves, we could not form any proper idea concerning 
the melancholy diſaſter before day-light, when we ſaw the 
Dutchman lying under the boom quite lifeleſs, very much 
ſcorched, not three feet of the ſplintered maſt ſtanding, 


the ſails half burat, and only prevented from being wholly 


conſumed by the torrent of rain that fell during the ſtorm, 
7 7 of them with the gaft and maſt- head floating along- 
ſide, the ſhip ſtanding right from us, at ſuch a diſtance 

as to be quite out of fight in two or three hours after; 
however, on ſounding the pump, we found that ſhe had 


received little or no damage in her hull, therefore we 


cleared the wreck, and converting the, boom into a jury- 


maſt, endeavoured to make ſail after the ſhip, but were 


drove faſt to leeward by a ſtrong current that ſet in ſhore 
from the ſouth-weſt. Notwithſtanding every ocgnreging 


. circumſtance that occurred, we, the next day, committe 
the body of our ſhip-mate to the deep, with the formal 


ceremony always uſed on the like occaſion. A 
But now finding ourſelves unable to evade, being carried 
on the uncivilized part of the African coaſt, we preferred 
death by the plague, to thoughts of being maſſacred or en- 
ſlaved by the natives; and having recommended ourſelves 


to the divine protection, ſtripped into buff, and 2 ha, 


the putrified bodies one by one from the cabin, lanchec 
them over board; then tearing down part of the bulk-head, 
took off the hatches to make the air circulate fore and aft; 


which being done, we ſcraped and waſhed the cabin, to 
expel the obnoxious ſmell; a compleat ranſakel through- 


out the bark enſued, wherein many uſeful articles were 


ſoon. diſcovered, in particular, two ſmall boxes, one con- 
' raining fix different pieces of ſtamped cotton, each piece 


full thirty yards in length, with ten or twelve pounds of 


thread; the other a quantity of ſmall looking-glaſfles, 


heads, claſp-knives, ſciſſars, and needles of different ſizes, 
as if packed up for merchandize, with a direction on each 


bon-lid in Portugueſe, as we conjectured by the name of 


St. 
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St. Salvador being thereon, but could not make ſenſe of 
any more, for want of the language. Near a hundred 
- weight of gun-powder was likewiſe found in good condi- 
tion, as alſo, three times that weight of leaden ball, and 
ſmaller ſhot of different ſizes, with a quantity of gun and 
- Piſtol flints, but no fire-arns, or other thing of conſe- 
quence, till the next day, when we luckily diſcovered two 
muſkets, with their bayonets, two fowling-pieces, two 
brace of horſe, and one of pocket piſtols, with fix fmall 
axes, twelve handſaw files, four hammers, a dozen gem- 
blets of different fizes, with 200 weight of nails, three 
hand-ſaws, three chiſels, three ſpades, and as many cute 
lafles in their ſcabbards, all new, which appeared to have 
been carefully concealed between, the ſeam-boards under 
the cabin beds, being all we found on board, except a few 
ordinary cloaths which the Blacks uſed to wear; an earthen 
pot, two plates, three broken knives, and a wooden can, 
with about five or fix tun of ballaſt in the hold, but not 

the leaſt ſign of any proviſions, roots, fruits, water, ſpi- 
rits, wine, oil, tallow, or any other thing neceſſary for the 
ſupport of human life, was to be feen. Having made ſuch 
neceſſary diſcovery, we jointly agreed, that the poor Negroes 
had not died of the plague, or other peſtilential diſtemper; 
but it appeared moſt probable, that they, by endeavouring 
to make their eſcape from ſome part of the Braſil coaſt, 
had been loſt, and ſtarved to death for want on the vaſt 
Atlantic ocean; and what confirmed us more clearly in 
this opinion was, there being no pen, ink, paper, compaſs, 
quadrant, or other inſtrument neceſſary for the under- 
taking of ſuch a voyage, leſs or more, than what we brought 
from the ſhip. At this time we were in 15 caſt longitude, 
and 18 fouth latitude, ſtill driving towards the land, which 
we, according to expectation, faw right abreaſt on the 2yth, 
bearing due eaſt, and looking high at the diſtance of ſeven 

or eight leagues. | PO. | 
In this fituation, we thought it more practicable and 
likely for us to reach ſome European ſettlement on the 
Guinea coaſt, than the Cape of Good-Hope, though at a 
much greater diſtance ; and therefore we gave up all hopes 
of gaining the Cape, and putting ut ſtood to the north- 
ward; but all the fail we could make proved inſufficient to 
keep us from being heaved on ſhore by the current, which 
drove us to the diſagreeable neceſſity of looking for an 
opening to run in to, being the only chance we had left to 
5 EFT prevent 
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prevent the bark from being carried aſhore in the ſurf; 
Which, in the fineſt weather, runs very high on this coaſt. 


It was not long before a ſuitable opportunity offered, for 


on the firſt of September 1970, we anchored in a little cove 
or inlet, every where ſurrounded with hills, woods, and 
rocks, except the ſouth-weſt corner, whereat we entered 
with the tide a-flood, as appeared by the veſſel's being 


aground ſo very ſoon, that we could walk round her on the 


ſand full three hours before low water; and ſeeing no in- 
habitants, or any other thing to oppoſe our deſigns, we 
therefore, both well armed, ventured to aſcend to the ſum- 
mit of next adjoining hill, from whence the extenſive 
proſpect we had of the inland country, with its riſing hills, 
and lofty woods, here and there diverfified with verdant 
ſavannas, and purling rills trickling down the rocks, as alſo 
the chanting of numbers of uncommon birds, warbling 
their wild notes, with native harmony, made the aſpe& o 

the country to appear truly delightful ; and obſerving that 
neither houſe, man or beaſt, appeared in view, concluded 
this part of the coaſt to be without inhabitants, and that we 
had not ſo much to fear concerning them as was at firſt 
expected; therefore, in our return to the inlet, ſhot a 
witd turkey both large, fat and good, whereof we made 
ſeveral delicious meals; but not being fully convinced of 
our perſonal ſafety, we, to prepare for the worſt, removed 
- our moſt valueable concerns into a convenient hole in the 
rock, which had ſo low -and narrow a paſs, that only one 
could enter on his hands and knees, though it contained 


room enough for a habitation within, if found neceſſary; 
and of this hole we made both ſtore-houſe and magazine, 


thinking it far more ſafe than the veſſel which lay aground 


fully expoſed to the natives, if any ſhould appear; a moſt 


lucky circumſtance for us, for on the eight day of the ſame 
month, being looking for turtle and other ſhell fiſh, near 
the entrance of the cove's mouth, without any other wea- 


pons of defence than two axes which we had in our hands 
to knock ſhell-fiſh from the rocks; our retreat to the veſſel 


vas ſuddenly eut off by ſome hundreds of Blacks or Negroes, 
with ſhort wooly hair, all well armed with bows, arrows and 
lances; from whom ſeeigg no poſlible way of eſcape, we in- 


ſtantly fell into their hands, without making the leaſt ſnow 
of reſiſtance; and we. were directly marched to a ſhady 
wood ſide, which lay at the other fide of the hill, where 


having made a halt, they regaled us with plantins, benanos 
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- þvaſted yams; and a kind of liquor that proved no ways 
diſagreeable, ſerving it up in cocoa-nut fhells,, which we 
pm pd very thankfully, and was offered part of a nionkey 
alf raw and half roaſted; which they tore to pieces with 
their teeth, like as many dogs; but on this part of thelr 
- repaſt we did not chuſe to partake, Preparation for reſt 
being then made, they lald themſelves down upon the gebe 
forming a circle around us, with motions for us to ly down _ 
alſo. We tomplied; and ſeeing no way to eſcape; remained 
there about five or fix hours, when, being regaled with a 
lecond repaſt; they began in the cool of the evening to 
march due north; and continuing an through ſavannahs, 
with a ridge of hills on the weſt, till about twWo hours after 
fun-rife; when we came to another inlet or opening, at the 
diſtance of 18 vr 20 miles from the former, where having 
made 4 halt, they refreſhed themſelves, and went to rel 
under the ſhade; as on the day before, all except ſmall 
parties of fix or eight, that went out „ ry to forage 
And bring in proviſions, whereof they did not ſeem to be 
in want, as they took tliree meals each day, but did not 
ſtop by night till the 12th; and after having in like manner 
been conducted for about 40 miles to the north-eaſt, we 
were then fold, or otherwiſe delivered up to 4 Black or In- 
dian, with long hair, who appcared to us as ruler over a 
great multitude of his own ſpecies, being clothed from be- 
low the arm-pits, to a little above the knees; with 4 veſt 
ruriobfly made of flax, or ſuch like materials, with four 
laps reſembling thoſe of a waiſt-coat; but ſomething broader; 
having likewiſe ſeveral flat bits of gold faſtened to His hair; 
by way of ornament. Many others did not appear much 
inferior in point of dreſs, but the pooret ſort, being by far 
the greater number, had only the ſkins of wild beaſts, or 
pieces of ſuch cloaths tied about their waiſts, and leſs quan- 
_ tities of gold hanging to their hair. We alſo beheld a num= 
der of cattle grazing at ſome diſtance; which we took for 
aſſes ; but; on further inſpection, we found them more like 
| horſes in height, ſtreagth and ſpirits, only their ears were 
large, and more like thoſe of aſſes. They were properly 
trained for riding on, or carrying of burdens; of whicti 
they ha pff 88 W 
Our new maſter proved mild, humane and gentle to the 
higheſt degree; uſing us more like compahions than flaves; 
both at victuals and otherwiſe, daily admiring our hats, caps; 
| Azndkerchicfts, 9 truſers, being all the cloaths 
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we had; and when he firſt ſaw us cut things with a claſp- 
knife, became almoſt frantic, having never ſeen the like 
before; yet he refuſed to accept of theſe valuable inſtru- 
ments when freely offered up; for the Blacks had not ſtript 
or taken any thing from us, except the two axes, which 
they took from us when they firſt ſeized us, and which we 
never ſaw afterwards, altho* we did not wholly part from 
the Negroes for near a month, during which time they con- 
tinued bartering many of their own fpecies with the Indians 
for cloaths, gold, and ivory, there being an annual meet- 
ing with them for ſuch purpoſe. by Tine £655: 
We had now the pleaſure of fleeping upon a graſs ma- 
treſs, under a tent, with our new maſter, made of cloth 
fo covered with horſe hides as to make it proof againſt all 
weather, ſnch kind being uſed by the better ſort of Indians, 


but thoſe belonging to the lower claſs was made of ſkins 


only, and occafionally'carried with them from place to place, 
their diet chiefly conſiſting of fruits, roots and herbs, wheres 
af they had the greateſt variety growing wild and very good. 
Of fiſh, fleſh and fowl they eat but little, although in no 
want of cows, hogs and goats; they had alfo many wild 
turkeys, and a kind of partridge weighing 6 or 7 pounds, 
with various forts, of moſt delicious fifth ; but every beaſt, 
fowl and fiſh which fell in the way of the Negroes was gree- 
dily devoured. by them without diſtinction, not even ex- 
. cepting the alligator and ſerpent, which the Indians often 
killed, and gave to-the Negroes to eat, ſome of both kinds 
being five or fix yards in length, which we had the oppor- 
tunicy of ſeeing before the tents were ſtrucck. 
When the Negroes returned, the Indians took their rout 
towards the Eaft, through an open country, very thinly in- 
habited for about 400 miles, having about 2000 of both 
ſexes in company, with full as many horſes. We had the 
. Pleaſure to ride by our maſter's fide, making regular ſtages 
of about 20 miles each night, ſetting always off at ſun-ſer, 
and pitching our tents at ſun-rifing, in which we moſtly 
_ continued all day, to evade the heat which was extreme, 
| Having a ſufficient quantity of Negroe flaves employed to 
forage and bring in proviſions from the woods occaſionally, 
ſome of which. they roafted, and others boiled in rough 
coarſe pots made of clay, neither glazed within or without, 
but. ſtood the fire mighty well. Their favourite li- 
quor was 2 mixture of pine- apples, oranges, lemons, ho- 
ney and water, which they had in great plenty ä 
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the whole journey, and ſometimes palm- wine: but the for- 
mer was held in far greater eſteem by the Indians, who in- 
ſtead of pitchers and glaſſes made uſe of calabaſh and cocoa- 
nut ſhells for drinking utenſils. | 8 
Having paſt many riſing hills, pleaſant valleys, avenues 
and cryſtal ſtreams, we arrived in a town, containing four 
or five hundred houſes, being low built of cane and ſticks 
reſembling baſket work, and roofed with a kind of graſs, 
which effectually keeps out the ſtorms. Here old, young, 
rich, poor, male and female came to ſee our dreſs and 
colour, in ſuch numbers, as to partly break our reſt, though 
nothing but civility appeared in their behaviour. We were 
in like manner gazed on, as we paſſed through every town 
and village, which ſeldom lay more than five or ten miles apart, 
till we reached the capital, near a hundred miles further caſt, 
containing three or four thouſand houſes ; having, in the 
latter part of this journey, croſſed three ſhallow rivers direct- 
ing their courſe from ſouth to north, one paſſing cloſe by the 
town, and, as we ſuppoſed, might all three run into one 
near the Equator, or poſſibly diſcharge themſelves into 
another running from eaſt to weſt, and fo fall into the 
Atlantic ocean. The misfortune I had of looſing my in- 
ſtruments in the veſſel, was now much lamented, having 
only half a quire of writing paper in the whole, and that 
luckily concealed under the rock, except one ſheet, with an 
inkhorn which I had in my pocket, and therewith kept this 
ſhort account, but was prevented from taking the true 
ſituation of this place, which, to the beſt of my judgment, 
lies 21 or 22 caſt longitude, and 15 or 16 ſouth latitude. 
We had the honour of being preſented to his Majeſty ſoon 4 
after our arrival, and was moſt agreeably received, without 4 
- ſhewing more homage than that of following the exampie 
of our conductor, who, on approaching near, proſtrate! 
himſelf on the earth, which we obſerving, took the hint, 
and did the ſame, from whence being quickly raiſed with 
his Majeſty's hand, who appeariag to be ina lingering ſtate 
of health, yet for ſome conſiderable time viewed us both 
with a moſt agreeable air; then converting a little with our 
conductor, we were taken into another room on the ſame 
floor, the palace having. no rooms above, more than any 
_ . other houle, from hence we had as free acceſs to his Majeſty, 
as to our maſter, who proved to be a ſtate-miniſter, tre- 
quently attending court; here we were in many reſpects as 
well, if not much better, than his Majeſty, as we had deli- 
| | cious 
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clous diſhes of our own cooking, which he would not tafte 
of. We found his Majeſty's complaint whereof he had been 
Hl ſome months to be a kind of eee e fever, reſem- 
bling that I had been troubled with in Amſterdam, and of 
which I was cured by taking flour of brimſtone, which I 
fince held in ſuch eſteem, as ſtill to have ſome in my pocket, 
and by figrs prevailed on him to take regularly as much as 
lay on a ſhilling each night and morning, for the ſpace of 
fifteen days mixt with honey, which wrought a perfect cure 
in him, and highly advanced us in the eſteem of bath king 
and people. We had nothing more to do than command, 
and to be obeyed in every thing we could reaſonably expect 
or defire, which made the time paſs ſmporhly on till the 
ſecond of Auguſt 1771. We had much rain in the months 
of May and June, which being over, the Indians prepared 
for another trading journey, by packing up their cloth in 
bags made of ſkins, each cloth about five feet long and two 


feet braad, worked by hand without the help of looms, 


from a kind of weed reſembling flax that-grew wild about 
the country. They have no incloſures, and did not ſeem 
to know the real value of the gold, which their children had 
been picking up from the rivulets during the whole year, 
and flatening tbe largeſt bits, through beating it between 
two ſtones, for their own ornaments, packing up the re- 
mainder with many elephants teeth and ſkeveles. f 
Theſe preparations opened a new ſcene, which gave us no 
ſmall hopes of being thereby enabled to viſit the cove or creek 
from whence the Negroes brought us; and having learned 
ſome little of their language, partly by words, and partly 
by motion, made his Majeſty ſenſible of our deſire, which 
he readily agreed to pleaſure us in. Accordingly, at the 
time above mentioned, we ſet off with our maſter, 
accompanied by his former train of merchants, being 
a little ſoaner than uſual, as appeared by our arriving at 
the creek or inlet near a week before the Negroes, wha, 
according to the beſt account I could obtain, had likewiſe 
a conſiderable nation of their own ſituate near the ſea-coaſt, 
and extending north and ſouth to a conſiderable diſtance on 
each fide the inlet. As te the loop we found nothing of 
her, except a few ground timbers, with the foot of the ſtem 
and ſtern-poſts, appearing to have been cut off a little above 

the ſands, wherein theſe remains was ſettled faſt, and muſt 
in courſe have been thus cut and torn to pieces with the 
| kelp of the two axes that we loſt; the Negroes having be 
| 15 tools, 
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tools, or other inſtruments of iron with them, as we could 
perceive. Our other affairs being {till ſafe, we removed 
them from the cove to our maſter's tent, where every 
article except thoſe lapped in paper, was ſeparately xamined 
with furpriſe and wonder; but no one thing allowed to be 
made uſe of, or taken from the bulk, till we returned to 
court on the 27th of October following, where having been 
likewiſe viewed by the king, queen, his three other wifes, 
and attendants with equal aſtoniſhment, fix ſmall nails, a 
gimlet, with about an ounce of thread, two needles, three 
muſket balls, a knife and a pair of ſciſſars being given to 
the prieſt ſtanding by an altar made of earth, whereon he 
laid them, and made a kind of harangue or ſpeech far the 
ſpace of eight or ten minutes, to the chief or greateſt part 
of the inhabitants reſiding in the town and neighbourhood, 
all of whom ſhewed a kind of religious attention to what he 
aid, which being over, he took them up from the altar, 
walked in proceſſion before the king, queen, and their 
attendants, being likewiſe followed in good order by all the 
reſt to a grove, at the diſtance of near a mile from the town, 
wherein was an opening between the trees, of about 200 
yards in width, at its firſt entrance, running taper towards 
the upper end, where ſtood a kind of wall made with the 
dried ſkulls of different ſorts of wild beaſts and other animals, 
carefully placed upon each other, and painted different 
colours, the largeſt whereaf being that of an elephant, was 
fixed near the center, wherein he having put theſe won- 
derful curioſities harangued the congregation as before, 
when every one ſeparately withdrew to their own habitation. 
This formal ceremony being over, a like quantity was 
claimed by his Majeſty, and as many more by our maſter, 
which we conſidered as a kind of duty paid to the ſtate and 
clergy, being juſtly due to them as a moderate demand en 
ſo many goads imported. "nv, | 


Ihe clergy are held in much. eſteem, circumciſe all their 
male children at a month old, and according to the beſt 
account we could obtain, they believe in God, or a ſupreme 
Being, who made bath the heavens and the earth, as alſo 
in demons, evil ſpirits, ghoſts and apparitions, to whom 
they commonly ſacrificed both hogs, goats, and turkeys on 
an altar of earth, __ wm 5 | 
A little before their merchants ſet off on their trading 
journey, a cow was ſacrificed on their altar at the time 
af the new. moon with great devotion ſeemingly paid to that 
| | planet, 
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planet. Being now well aquainted with the value of our 
mercantile ſtock, as alſo with the natural diſpoſition of the 
people, and manner of travelling through the country, we 
jointly agreed to diſpoſe of all the goods we intended to part 
with, for gold, Negroe ſlaves and horſes, to aſſiſt in con- 
veying us acroſs the Torrid Zone, to Ethiopia; which ſaid 
undertaking we thought no ways unpracticable: And if 
ſuch point could be once gained, made not the leaſt doubt 
of reaching Europe by way of Egypt. The firſt ſtep we 
| therefore took, was to make his Majeſty fully ſenſible that 

we intended to change them for gold, whereat he appeared 
highly delighted, and ſoon furniſhed us with. about a 
quarter of a hundred weight of that metal in ſmall bits, the 
largeſt whereof not weighing a full ounce, for which he 
took a hammer, a gimler, and about twenty pound of 
nails in return, after having ſeen their uſe fairly tried. 
The next articles he examined were an ax,  hand-ſaw, and 
looking-glaſs; it gave us no ſmall pleaſure to ſee his Majeſty 
choping off the ſmall boughs all round a tree, as high as 
he could reach, with the ax, then cuting them off another 
with the hand-ſaw, till nearly ſpent for want of breath; 
and on ſeeing himſelf in the glaſs which had not been taken 
from the paper ſooner, he haſtily run backwards for ſome 
yards with his eyes fixt on it; then approaching ſlowly, 
peeped behind two, and again ſeveral times, hefore we 
could prevail on him properly to examine it in his hands. 
As to the needle and thread, we made them ſenſible of 
their worth by ſtitching the laps of two noblemens veſts to- 
gether, as they ſtood near each other, who, on perceiving 
themſelves faſtened, looked greatly ſhagrined; but we 
ſoon expelled their fears by cutting them aſunder with the 
ſeiſſars, wherat a ſudden laughter enſued. And, with a 

view to continue ſuch pleaſantry, we tied various ſtrings of 
beads round the neck and arms of her Majeſty, and other 
ladies of rank, wherewith his Majeſty and attendants was 
not ſo well pleaſed as we expected; neither did they reſume 
their uſual air of behaviour, until we had alſo bedecked 
them in like manner, having, upon the whole, found 
cuſtomers enough at court to purchaſe all our goods, ex- 
cept two mulkets with their bayonets, the piſtols, cutlaſſes, 
powder, ſhot, with five pieces of cotton, fix pound of 
thread, a hundred needles, three gimlets, ten or twelve 
pound of nails, with a ſingle article of every other kind, 


which we did nat think proper to part with, our wearing 
| apparel 
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apparel being likewiſe reſerved. The ſale being over, we 
found ourſelves poſſeſſed of about 200 weight of gold, with 
two compleat tents, and cooking utenſils of the beſt Eind, 
fix Negroe ſlaves, fifteen horſes, with bags and other gear, 
neceflary to prepare us for ſo long a journey, after their 
mode of travelling. One imprudent ſtep nearly ruined all 
our future hopes of ſucceſs; his Majeſty, in viewing the 
fire-arms, though fill ignorant of their uſe, appeared ex- 


tremely defireous of being fatisfied concerning that point, 


and being over willing to oblige him therein, without cau- 
tiouſly reflefting on the conſequences that might inſue, I 
loaded my piece with ſwan-ſhor, and ſeeing two oftriches 


within reach, let fly in the preſence of many hundred ſpec- 


tators, and killed them both; when the unexpected report, 
with the flaſh from the muzzel, and manner of ſeeing them 
deprived of life, ſo terrified his Majeſty, and other ſpecta- 
tors, that we were in a few minutes deſerted, and left with 
only two Negroe ſlaves, who appeared ſo faſtened to the 
ground with panic, as to be thereby rendered unable to get 
away; but ſoon after found means to give us the lip alſo. 
The misfortune brought on by this unforeſeen accident 


proved nothing leſs than a total ſeparation from all further 


communication with any of the Indian chiefs, or others of 


their nation, every one both male and female running to a 


great diſtance on ſeeing us approach; neither did all the 
motions and ſigns we could make uſe of, prove ſufficient to 
invite them near enough to converſe, and be convinced of 
dur inoffenſive deſigns and good-will towards them; their 
houſes were alſo deſerted where-ever we came, and every 
article contained therein left to our diſpoſal, yet we did not 
touch or embezzel any thing, except proviſion; and finding 
ourſelves thus fooliſhly deprived of our ſix ſlaves, and that 


ve need not expect any further aſtiſtance from them, or the 
Indians, it reduced us to the diſagreeable neceſſity of di- 
viding our ſmall cargo into thirteen parts, and laying it on 


as many horſes, though not more than what fix uſually 
carried, reſerving the others to ride on; and after having 
implored the divine aid, we ventured to ſet off on the gth 
of November, bending our courſe north north-eaſt, or as 


near that point as we could gueſs by the riſing and ſetting 


of the ſun, that being all the guide we had to truſt to; and 
the news flying before us from town to town, we found 
them all without inhabitants, and the people at ſome: dif- 
tance viewing us in crowds as we paſſed along, till the 16th 
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of the ſame month. We always ſet off at ſun · ſet, moving on 
about four hours in the morning, and the ſame time in the 
evening, to avoid the extreme heat of the mid-day fun; not 
venturing to travel by night through fear of the wild beaſts; 
or other accidental misfortunes, we might be liable to meet 
with in paſſing through ſuch a vaſt extent of unknown 
country; and being at this time clear of the full inhabited 
parts, found ourſelves unable to make good more than ten 
or twelve miles a-day, for want of ſlaves to forage for pros 
viſions, which took up much time; but we were obliged to 
put up with this inconveviency, and we continued at ſuch 
rate, without meeting with any thing more extraordinary 
than uſual, till the 21ſt of December, when Jenkins haſtily 
drawing his cutlaſs, at one blow tut a ſerpent through at 
the diſtance of eighteen inches below the head, as it was 
moving towards us, and very near ſeizing me behind. This 
narrow eſcape put us more on our guard than uſual, eſpe- 
cially whilſt ſeeking proviſions, as it happened at ſuch time; 
It meaſured about ſeven yards long, and ten inches through 
in the thickeſt part, with a gray back and ſpeckled belly, 
in ſhape reſembling thoſe ſmall ſnakes we have in the iſland 
of Great Britain; and till this time we met with good was 

ter every day running from the hills and mountains, that 
were fituate on one ſide or other, as we paſſed along; but 
now entering a low flat country we found none the firſt day's 
Journey, which gave us no ſmall, uneaſineſs, by reaſon of 
our having no more than what was barely ſufficient to ſup- 
Ply the beaſts with ; nevertheleſs, venturing on next day 


we came to a rivulet by ſeven o'clock in the morning, and 


pitching our tent near the ſpot, began to prepare for the 
conſequence, by filling our water bottles; or rather bags; 
conſiſting of twenty four in number, each bag holding about 
five gallons Engliſh meaſure, being made of cow-hides and 
faſtened two and two together by the Indians, for the pur- 
poſe of hanging acroſs the horſes backs, anſwering better 
than ſmall caſks, they being equally as tight; and without 
ſuch convenience we muſt have abſolutely periſhed with 
thirſt, or returned from whence we dame, as in the courſe 
of the journey it ſo happened, that we ſeveral times paſſed 
on for the ſpace of four, five, and even fix days at a ſtretch, 
without being able to procure more water than what was 
carried in thoſe bags, which took up ſo much time in 

filing, as thereby to keep us from ſetting off till day-light 
neut morning. * | ITE: 25 
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for ſuch a valuable bleſſing. 
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We continued our rout through the ſame flat country, 
moſtly knee:deep in graſs, amongſt which lay many fer- * 
pents; but none happened in our way ſo large as that be- 
fore deſcribed. We got ſeldom ſight of any hills, and what 
few we ſaw, appeared very low. On the firſt of February 
1772, we came into very wet and ſwampy ground, more 


pientifully ſtocked with alligators than in any other part 


of our journey; by which we conjectured that we were 
drawing near the banks of ſome river, which the lofty trees 
in front concealed from our fight; . Accordingly, aſcending 


the top of a tree, I ſaw the river at no great diſtance, p 


pearing to be near a mile acroſs in the narroweſt part, 


recting its courſe from Eaſt to Weſt, but in a circular form, 


reſembling that of a half- moon, into whoſe bite or hollow 
we had accidentally fallen; and being unable to croſs with 
the cattle, we were obliged to alter our rout due Eaſt, keep- 


| log along the ſouth+ſfide till a place ſhallow enough to paſs 


over it might offer. Nothing more diſpiriting could well 


have happened, for from day to day, and week to week, 
we ſearched for the long wiſhed-for ſpot without ſucceſs ; 
and what made this diſappointment ſtill more. diſtreſſing, 
was our meeting with another river which diſcharged itſelf 


into that from the South, and appeared equally difficult to 
croſs; , This reduced us to the diſagreeable neceflity of tra- 
verſing its courſe, as we had done the former, After all, 
we were obliged to encamp on the weſt ſide, till after the 


wet ſeaſon, which began on the 17th of April. 
In the courſe of this Journey, - which we ſuppoſe to be 


1100 or 1200 miles, few black people came in view, and 
thoſe at ſuch a diſtance, that we could not tell whether they 
were Indians or Negroes. We faw many Elephants, and 
found ſeveral large teeth lying on the ground, but did not 
zudge them worth carrying away. We once thought we 
ſaw a lion at a diſtance, but were not certain; however, a 
Jeopard came full in view. We alſo ſaw a number of mon- 
kies of different colours, with many wild cattle, horſes, 
buffaloes, deer, goats, and other four-legged animals; bur 
the moſt terrible of all was the barking of wolves, which 
frightfully echoed from the woods by night, and the alliga- 
tors; to ſecure us from theſe we always kept a fire burning 
by night near our tent, where the horſes continually 
grazed, having been, as we ſuppoſe, regularly trained to- 
ſuch a habit. The whole fifteen were ſtill in good order, 
and our health no way impaired ; and we returned thanks 


On 
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On the r*th of July we reſumed our journey, it having 
for ſome time been dry, and the river whieh had over- 
flowed a large tract of land, drawn within its banks. On 
- the 18th. we ſaw large hills right before us; on the z iſt we 
came to three huts in a valley near the foot of a hill, which 
had ten Negroes of both ſexes in them, who at firſt feemed 
timorous and fearful, bur growing bolder, they at length 
conducted us to a ſafe paſſage over the river, for which 
piece of ſervice we gave them ſix ſmall nails, a needle, and 
ſkeen of threed, wherewith they ſeemed very well pleaſed. 
From hence we changed our rout to north-eaſt, as near as 
we could think, intending to fall in with the other river, 
where it might be found paffable. We met now and then 
with riſing hills, and pleaſant valleys, thinly inhabited with 
Negroes, ſome of whom attempted to feize our horfes, but 
I fired my piece over their heads, which made them fly to 
a great diſtance; others behaved civilly in bringing ns palm- 
wine, fruits, yams, and cocoa-nuts, for which we made 
ſuitable returns, and offered to purchaſe one or two of their 
people, but they refuſed to ſell any. In the low flat coun- 
try we ſaw but few, and theſe ſo very ſhy as always to keep 
a ſufficient diſtance from us, yer theſe few made the face 
of the country far more lively and pleaſant to paſs through, 
than that in the former part of our journey had done, 
On the 13th of Auguſt we fell in with a river, directing 
its courfe from ſouth-eaſt to north-weft, whoſe banks we 
traced till the xt5th, and then croffed it fafe near the foot 
of a hill, where obferving the high lands to run along furs 
ther eaſt, and the nearer we approached, the more inhabi- 
tants there ſeemed to be, who frequently ſhewed ſtrong in- 
clinations to moleſt us, we therefore agreed to travel in the 
flat, but keep as near the high land as we could with fafety, 
looking upon this as a branch only, and that we might ex- 
pect to find the main river lying ftill before us, which proved 
to 70 un caſe; for after this we met with running ſtreams 
far more frequently, as a week ſeldom paft without our 
having one or more of them to croſs. The inhabitants of 
the plain alſo grew bolder, and, by the 2oth of September 
when we ſaw hills right ahead, their nambers were ſo in- 
creafed, that we thought it dangerous to proceed further. 
Upon this we once more took our rout due north, for we 
well knew that the main body of the river lay that way, if 
we had not already paſſed over it, keeping as far from the 
high land as uſtal: On the 4th of October we fell in with 
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it, but it was ſtill impaſſable, tho' not more than 200 yards 
acroſs, which obliged us to trace its banks towards the hills, 
in the ſight of Blacks every day, whoſe numbers multiplied 
as we drew near, till we at length obſerved them hovering 
at ſome diſtance in parties of fix or ſeven together, as though 
intent on making us their prey; we therefore prepared for 
the expected attack, by loading all our piſtols, and moving 
on with fixed bayonets, having loſt our fowling pieces in 
the loop. On the th we came to riſing ground, where the 
ſtream appeared ſhallow enough to cro's, and the Blacks 
obſerving us deſcend the bank, which was not over ſteep on 
either ſide, quickly joined all their parties into one body, 
making upwards of twenty in all, and proved ſo very 
ſwift of foot as to lay hold on every horſe we had before 
they reached the water's edge; theſe two we rode on being 
ſurrounded by nine or ten, who aimed to pull us off; but 
having placed ourſelves cloſe together, two of the boldeſt 
were inſtantly run through the body with our bayonets, 
which did not put an end to their deſigns, os prevent the 
reſt from endeavouring to pull the lading from off our other 
horſes; nay, ſo fully bent were they on our deſtruction, 
that with two wooden ſpears, the only weapons they had 
amongſt them, our two nags were both killed, and we were 
obliged to defend ourſelves on foot, and to uſe fire -· arms 
for the preſervation of our lives. We diſpatched half a 
dozen with our piſtols, in leſs than two minutes, and ob- 
ſerving two others make up the bank laden with bags from 
off the horſes, we took aim with our muſkets, and proved 
lucky enough to drop them both, which ſtruck the reſt 
with ſuch a panic as to make them diſperſe different ways, 
leaving ten of their companions either killed or fo wound- 
ed, as in our opinion, they could not recover. We then 
put our ladings to rights, and croffed the river with thir- 
teen horſes, having loſt the other two in this unhappy af- 
fair; and ſeeing other parties of Blacks on this ſide, in or- 
der to evade the ſpilling of more blood, we took our rout 
due weſt, keeping near the water fide till the 14th, when 
perceiving ourſelves to be out of all danger of future at- 
tacks from their numbers, we changed our rout for the 
northward, purſuing that line till the 18th, when the rains 
{et in with ſuch violence, as obliged us ro incamp, and re- 
main in or near that ſpot till the 15th of December, not 
having made good three days journey during that ſpace of 
time; a circumſtance we could not otherwiſe account for, 
PAY | except 
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except that of our being got 10 or 11 degrees nearer the 
equator, having during theſe months we were at the Indian 
town, obſerved only now and then a thunder ſtorm to 
happen, and thoſe of too ſhort duration to obſtruct their. 
trading journeys. 

From hence we continued on our uſual rout in the fight 
of Blacks or their huts almoſt every day till the 24th of 
January 1773, when we came to ſuch extenſive ſands in 
front, as the beſt eye could not ſee over, alſo lying on our 
right and left, where the horſes feet ſunk down ſo low as 
rendered all our efforts to croſs them intirely uſeleſs, being 
ſurrounded with uncommon dangers on every ſide, Ethiopia 
the only civilized part we expected to reach being ſeparated 
from us by this ſandy defart, though at no greater diſtance 
than about five or 600 miles in our opinion, it was therefore 
agreed that we muſt either find means to paſs over them, or 
neverreturn to Europe. Our affairs being therefore thought 
more deſperate than ever, we again turned towards the 
Negroes in the eaſt, chiefly keeping the ſands in view, till 
our retreat was cut off on the 29th, by a party of fifteen or 
thereabouts, while es many more ſhewed themſelves in 
front, to all appearanee fully bent on putting a final end to 
our future travels. We therefore, without further heſita- 
tion, ſhot both their leaders, while briſkly marching up in 
front and rear, which diſperſed the reſt among the trees, 
wherewith the country though flat was very well ſupplicd, 
affording many places of concealment from whence they 
might one time or other fall on us by ſurprize, which 
was more likely to happen, as their numbers daily multi- 
plied ; and ſeeing no end to the ſands though we believed 
this to be the ſhoreſt way to it, if we could paſs on, which 
ſeemed impoſſible on account of the diſtance we might have 
to travel amongſt the Blacks, we, for the preſervation of 
our lives, agreed to return back, and ſeek a paſſage in the 
weſt, though attended with ever ſo much fatigue and labour, 
even pr efering all other difficulties and dangers that might 
befall us, to thoughts of being robbed and maſſacred by 
theſe uncivilized Negroes, of whom we by turning to the 
oppoſite point loft fight in ten or eleven days, {till having 
the ſands in view, but no inhabitants to diſpute our paſſage, 
if it could be found that way. We continued on till the 
beginning of March, when we ſaw the good land circling 
round by little and litrle till it run along at about north-weſt. 
On the 17 of March it began to miſle and rain, and daily 
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continued with very little intermiſſion till the 6th of April 
following, during which time our travelling had not been 
thereby delayed, as it cooled the air, and enabled us to get 
on a little faſter, not being attended with ſuch dreadful 
ſtorms as uſually happened in other parts of the country 
when obſerving the vegetable part circle round to ſouth- weſt, 
we found ourſelves cn the moſt northerly point, near three 
parts ſurrounded by ſands, which at this time were ſo 
faſtened: with continual rains, as to be thereby rendered 
much better for the cattle to travel on than graſs. Being 
therefore unwilling to let ſlip ſuch favourable opportunity, 
we procured ſome fruits, roots, and herbs, with the part 
of a hog ready dreſt; then loading the cattle with as much 
water and graſs as they could well carry, we recommended 
ourſelves to the Almighty's protection, and at day-break 
on the 6th ventured upon the ſands, taking our rout north- 
erly by the direction of the ſun, as it now and then peeped 
through the miſt. | We proved lucky enough to arrive ſafe 
In a vegetable country next evening, lying at.the diſtance of 
40 miles or thereabouts, although the former part of our 
journey did not, in our opinion, exceed more than ten miles 
per day, ane day with another. Having therefore returned 
thanks to Almighty God for ſuch marks of his divine favour 
manifeſtly ſhewed in ſafely guiding us acroſs theſe dangerous 
ſands, we gave the catile three days reſt ; then purſued our 
rout in the ſame line of direction till the 1 5th, when again 
the ſands appeared in front, being too extenſive to croſs, 
which experimental trials at length convinced us of; as alſo, 
that ſuch like miſling rain fell twice a year, chiefly ſetting 
in near the middle of March, andtaking up in the beginning 
of May; and again from the latter end of September, tothe 
middle of November, continually faſtening the ſands, which 
where at all other times ſoft and impaſſable. During the 
dry months we found ourſelves on a fruitful ſpot incloſed 
on every fide with defarts,: containing about 200 miles in 
length from eaſt to weſt, and half that extent in the broadeſt 
part, from north to ſouth, having circumpaſt the whole 
compleatly; and in ſtruggling to gain the main land from 
different parts of the eaſt, weſt, and north ſides, we ſpared 
no pains, having thereby loſt three of our beſt cattle in ſoft 
holes or quick-ſands by the month of November 1774, when 
the conſequential reſult of ſo many diſappointments, con- 
tinually attended with ſuch ugcommon fatigue in the wer, 
proved nothing lefs than a ſadden decline af my fellow 
| traveller's 


1 
traveller's health, who being ſeized with a pain throughout 
his limbs was thereby ſhortly reduced to uncommon diſtreſs 
and miſery, without hope of a proper remedy, for want 
whereof the diſorder increaſed, his ſtomach failed, his 
Heſh declined, his voice became low, his body weak, and 
pain ſo great, as not to bear turning without making piti- 
ful groans; and when he ſaw me truly diligent in procuring 
every thing within the reach of my power, and carefully 
adminiſtering them to his relief, with real marks of true 


-compaſhon for ſuch his unhappy condition, frequently trem- 


bling at thoughts of being ſeparated by death, and fo reduced 
to a far more dreary fituation than before, which he ob- 
ſerving, ſaid, Alas, if you knew but all, you would not 
think fo much of. parting from me, notwithſtanding the 
confequence of being left by yourſelf in this loneſome place, 
which fomething foretells me will aſſuredly happen; as alſo, 
that kind providence will afterwards releaſe, and bring you 
ſafe back to Europe. Know then,” that, as the words of a 
dying man, what I am going to add may be depended on 
as really true, I have been long fincepreſt in mind to diſcloſe 
the ſame, but my ſtubborn heart would not give way thereto, 
and however great your ſurprize may be, it is no leſs true, 


that I came to London with my fortune, which you knew 
to be conſiderable, and thinking it ſufficient to ſupport an 
independent character, ſoon formed acquaintance with ſe- 


veral young gentlemen, whoſe ſubſtance were all far above 
the reach of my ſphere, and being led into their expenſive 


way of living, I ſoon became ſo very ſtraitned for want of 


caſh, as to find no better way of Tuppoeting the character I 
had begun, than by cloſely connecting myſelf, and becom- 


ing ſubſervient to the dictates of three high- lived tharpers, 


who ſo far explained the myſtery of dice and cards, andlaid 
out the part I was to act, for the purpoſe of ſecuring ſuc» 
ceſs on all occaſions, as ſoon convinced me of their dangerous 


tendency, and how impoffible it is for ſuch as ſuſpect not 
their deſigns to eſcape falling into the trap. You were the 


firſt I ever enſnared that way, for which treacherous piece 
of villany I received a fourth part of your fortune,. being 
from that time extolled as an uſeful member of their ſociety, 
living in all manner of vice and debauchery from year to 
year, till our characters became expoſed, and we pointed 
out as notorious gamblers. Our income declined, and ex- 
travagant way of living continued, which cauſed us to betake 


ourſelves to collecting on the high-way, till one of the party 


Was 
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was apprehended by Sir John Fielding's men, and he having 

ot full ſcent of another; in order to ſave my on bacon, 

ſlipped over to Amſterdam, and in leſs than a week I re- 
ceived a friendly invitation from an unknown hand, re- 
queſting me to ſpend the evening with an Engliſh gentleman, 
at a capital houſe in the Wormer-ſtreet, where the biter 
was at length bit, and I moſt juſtly paid off in my own 
coin; for not ſuſpecting any cheat, I was left there full of 
wine, being afterwards ſtripped, confined in priſon, then 
cruelly treated with blows, and ſhort allowance, till, for 
the preſervation of my life I conſented to ſhip myſelf under 
the denomination of a Sweed, and go to India in the ſame 
veſſel, that proved the inſtrumental cauſe of our being here. 
If you can therefore pardon or excuſe a wretch who has 
moſt wickedly robbed you of all you had, and conſequently 
reduced you to the neceſſity of working for your daily bread 
nay more, your being here is moſt likely owing to that very 
tranſaction, providence having brought it ſo about to pu- 
niſh me in your prefence ; therefore grieve not after ſuch 
a wretch as the juſtice of heaven thinks proper to aMlict, 
eſpecially as you {ee me unworthy to have the leaſt mark of 
your eſteem z but rather content yourſelf with ſolitude, till 
fach time as divine providence ſhall ſee fit to releaſe. you 
from it, as a Chriſtian far more worthy of his protection 
than what I am. The open-hearted manner in which he 
ſo volunteerly declared the above, ſo indeared him to me, 
that notwithſtanding paſt failings, I eould not think of 
parting with him; I therefore ſhewed no marks of dif- 
pleafure, but returned ſuch reply as appeared moſt likely 
to alleviate his melancholy thoughts, by aſſuring him of the 
increaſe and continuance of my friendly eſteem, as alſo 
furniſhing him with a ſhort ſketch of my own life, or ſuck 
part as appeared moſt likely to ſnew myſelf as great a fin- 
ner, and if poflible leſs intitled to the divine protection 
than what he really was: But all I could ſay on that, or 
any other ſubject, proved uſelets; for he departed this life 
on the 17th of January 1775, perſiſting in his former opi- 
nion to the very laſt moment. I therefore removed the tent, 
and digging a grave in the ſpot whereon it flood; made 
ſhift to inter his remains therein with all the funeral rites 
due to the cords of a departed friend, being the laſt as I 
thought of the human fpecies I was like to fee: 

I now refigned myſelf to fate; and the tents being nearly 

worn out, I built a hut or habitation after the manner of 


„ 
the Indians, and therein found the tools and nails extreme- 
ly uſeful; then I converted the tents and ſkins into beding, 
and made the whole as comfortable as circumſtances would. 
allow, being fituate near a cryſtal ſtream that ſprung up at 
the foot of a rifing hill, and came trickling by the. "wy 
from whence I had a proſpect of the weſtern fands. 

I next conſidered that my ſtock of gun- powder was more 
than one half expended, and if intirely ſo, I ſhould be ren- 
dered unable to procure any other kind of proviſions, ex- 
cept roots, fruits, and herbs. This put me on a plan of 
catching ſome young turkeys, fowls, partr idges, hogs, goats 
and deer alive, which had till this time been my common 
diet, and therein I proved ſuccefsful, for I took the young 
birds from their neſts, and caught the others in ſnares ſet 
among the trees and buſhes; and thus, with fome degree of 
pleaſure, I raiſed up a tame ſupply time enough to reſerve 
a quantity of ammunition ſufficient to defend myſelf againſt 
the wild beaſts, there being lions, tygers, hyenas, leopards, 
wolfs, and crocodiles, tho? not ſo many, but that J happily 


| eſcaped being aſſailed, by any, except the hyena, which run 


at me with ſuch fury as to receive the point of a bayonet, 
and the full contents of my piece down his throat, which 
laid him ſprauling on the ground: He was more than dou- 
ble the bulk of the largeſt Tanner's dog I ever ſaw in Bri- 
tain, tho' not much differing in ſhape, only having a my 
noſe, and ſtrong briflels on his back like a boar. | 
For the ſupport of my tame brood, I digged up with 
much difficulty a quantity of roots that grew wild, and 
tranſplanted them into about half an acre of ground, lying 
in two different ſpots near the hut. In the ſpace of three 
months, I received a plentiful crop; the one half of the 
produce being excellent yams, and the other. half potatoes 
of ſix or ſeven pounds each, exactly reſembling thoſe which 
grow in Europe for ſhape and colour, being equally as dry; 
but very ſweet. I had tropical fruits of all kinds in the 
greatefi abundance, as alſo, honey, ſugar-cane, and to- 
bacco, with grapes and raiſins, pepper and ſpice of various 
kinds, but no ſalt, and was therefore obliged to make ſhift 


without itz to which I may add the cabbage tree, bread- 


fruit, and exceeding good ſpinage all the year round. In 
order to preſerve my live-ſtock from the boaſts of prey by 
night, I built two out-houſes for their reception, where - 
with they ſoon became acquainted, and grew ſo tame as to 
ire me * little trouble in keeping them together. The 

apparel 
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dpparet I ufiially wore, being only a cotton · cap, ſhirt and 
pair of trowſers of my own making, with the addition of a 
deer-ikin jacket and cap, during the rainy months. The 
arms I carried were a loaded muſket with fixed bayonet, a 
brace of piſtols, cutlaſs, and ax faſtened in a hairy belt; 
thus accoutered I uſually rode and walked about the country, 

having much ſpare. time. I alſo examined the running 
ſtreams for gold, and frequently ſaw it ly in ſmall bits of 
various ſhapes and ſize among the gravel, without giving 
myſelf the leaſt trouble or concern to pick it up; nay, fo 
plenty was this metal, that after every ſhower of rain that 
fell, I could plainly ſee it intermixed with the fand in many 
different parts, being c6nfidered as of little or no more 
value than lead, and as ſuch would have been blown out of 
my gun had that article run ort. I likewife ſaw it ly in 
many other parts of our journey, which perſuades me to 
believe, that gold lies near the ſurface, without à vein 
running downwards, as in ſuch caſe it would be as plenty 
as copper, and conſequently of no more value. 
lat vatious times picked up ſome diamonds in the ſands; 
with müch indifference, till: having procured three dozen 
of different colours all tranſparent, with a few of the bril- 
liant kind, every time I Booked thereon, my youthful 
ambition was had in rememherance, accompanied with 
melancholy reflections concerning the death of my parents; 
on which account I believed myfelf to have been moſt juſtly 
baniſhed from the ſociety of all mankind, to live among the 
wild beaſts, and there enjoy the wealth I had ſo much longed 
for, by way of puniſhment, for hankering after it when I 
had enough, and ſtood not in the leaſt need thereof: Such 
thoughts were more ſtrongly impreſſed when at my daily 


devotion, wherein I was ebe reſigned, believing it 
juſt, and myſelf well deſerving of it; frequently muſing 


thus, whilſt ſeated on a moſſey bank, lying between the 
Rut ahd 'rivulet, where on, the 11th of April 177%, I was 
alarmed with the ſound of a human voice c&ming from be- 
hind the hut, which threw me into the greateſt perturbation 


? 


of mind; however, I haftily approached in a defenſive 


poſture, and was ſtill more furprized'with the fight of five 
well-drefſed gentlemen, all armed with fuſies and ſwords 
by their fides, appearing equally aſtoniſhed on ſeeing me 


there, which they all exprefſed with ſuch tender looks of 
compaſſion, as ſoon gave me to underſtand, that inſtead of 


enemies, I had now met with real friends, which they 
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language, then in broken French, de 107 
ſtrange miracle had brought me there; whic 


cerning the loſs of my companion by death, upwards of 


irgm the borih, who cams ty this ſpor for water ro ſupply 


: 21271 11111 nn EITEZET „ . 
abiug allo t tents of the ſame materials, that ſtood proof 
#5 SP AREA SY | p Ii ifs ddd? 11 At tr pdt 41G 3 ei 
againſt the Wet; but took very Iittle reſt till the 1th, 153 
having reached the verdure by my account, they incamped 
for the ſpace pf ten or twelve hours; then they purfucd 
theit rouf over the graſs fh the 25th, when I was cbnducted 
40.4 feather· bed to repoſe on; Which appeared ſo much like 


the delvlldn of A dream that I could not fleep, and much 


more ſo the next day, when having the bandage taken off, 
1 beheld myſelf in the midſt of a large, beautiful, and ele- 
gant. city, inferior to none 1 had ever ſeen for. grandeur, 
the whole forming one regular circle of about twenty miles, 


«with twenty four capital ſtreets, running from the center to 


$ * 
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the out- ſKirts at an equal diſtance from each other, and a 


third of that number regularly croſſing them by cireling 
round the tawn alſo, at an equal diſtance from each other. 
The town-houſe was a moſt noble ſtrufture, wherein the 
city buſineſs was tranſacted, it ſtood in the center, being the 


Vigheſt part thereof, from whence I could ſee tlie twenty 


fou: 
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four ſtreets all running on a ſtraight line to the conntry, 
from as many windows facing each of them, 96 octagon 
buildings of equal height and magnitude likewiſe appeared 


in view, with an image repreſenting the ſun, either plated 


or gilt with gold on the top of each, which, with a far 


greater number of other elegant ſtructures, and obeliſks 


on the flat roofs of almoſt every houſe, which were covered 
with ſhining metal of various colours, at firſt fight gave 
the whole a moſt brilliant appearance.  _ | 

In the midſt of this ſurpriſe, I was carefully examined 
before the ſovereign prince, concerning the cuſtoms, man- 
ners, numbers and ſituation of the inhabitants I had met 
with from the firſt of my landing on the Continent, to the 
time they found me at the hut; but their French being 
very imperfect, I was a conſiderable time in making them 


to underſtand me properly, When fully convinced of the 
great diſtance the Blacks lived from the hut, as alfo of their 
being ſo thinly ſtrowed, without fire- arms, or other wea- 
pons of defence, a ſecrgt pleaſure ſeemed to over-ſpread 
the countenance of his Majeſty and all preſent. Many 


ther queſtions were then aſked concerning the French, 
ogliſh and other European powers, all of which I havin 


anſwered to the beſt of my judgment, was difmiſſed, wit 
orders to continue within the cirele of the city, as their 


laws would not as yet permit me to exceed thoſe bounds. 
The houſes were all built of brick, three ſtories high, be- 
ing covered and railed about the top with different ſorts of 


metal, whereon the people uſually amuſed themſelves in the 
cool of the evening, appearing to live in the greateſt har- 


mony with each other; neither was their good will to ſtran - 


gers leſs, I being every where entertained freely of the beſt, 


without payment, and never being refuied admittance to 


the top of any houſe wharever, which furniſhed me with 
'an oppertunity of ſeeing the country, which was well ſtock- 
ed with houſes, towns and bridges on every fide, as alſo 
vineyards, gardens, corn meadows, paſture, and ather 
green fields, with an innumberable quantity of camels, 


dromedaries and horſes. Upon the 24 capital roads ſome 


Jaden with burdens, and others yoked in wheel-carriages, 
bringing proviſions and merchandiſe to and from the city; 
coaches, chaiſes, chairs, and other machines of that kind, 
being ſeldom ufed, except by ſuch as could not walk, I 
therefore faw but few of them. Their common diet was 


fiſh, fleſh and fowl, with butter cheeſe, milk, fruits, roots 


and 
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and herbs in the greateſt variety, which in dreſſing they 
made extremely pallatable, or my having been fo long with- 
our falt cauſed me to think ſo. They likewiſe had tea, 
chocolate, and ſugar, with rum, brandy, and many ſorts - 
of excellent wines in plenty, hut very ſeldom drank to exceſs, 
or diſgniſed themſelves there with. The numerous artiſts were 
truly ingenious in manufacturing almoſt every kind of hard 
and ſoft ware, except woolen, whereof they had none, but 
made amends for ſuch loſs with cotton, filk and linens, 
wherein they excelled all I ever ſaw elſewhere, In regard » 
to diſtinction 8 was ſhewed to the ruling magiſtrates, 
great men, or clergy, more than others; yet all readily 
obeyed their commands in every point, without complaint 
or murmuring. Every thing Lay perſuaded. me to believe, 
that if true Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed there, they would 
be the moſt happy of all the human race. In the ſpace of 
eight months, I became fa far acquainted with their lan- 
guage, as thereby to diſcover, that unleſs I married, and were 
in other reſpects conformable to certain conditions impoſed 
on me by their laws concerning a determined reſolution of 
remaining there with my family, I could not atherwiſe be 
allowed to range more than ten miles from the town-houſe, 
round which there was a yacant. ſpot of ground containing 
about 500 yards in width from the other houſes, where 
criminals Zo murder, theftand adultery were puniſhed in the 
following manner. The two farmer being led three times x 
round the town-houſe with a label on their back and breaſt, ? 
purportingthe crime they had been guilty of, were then com- J 
mitted to priſon for life, and after death publickly hanged 
in the ſame place where they had been ſo expoſed; and the 
two latter with no other dkerence than that of tying the 
male to a ram, he- goat, and the female to a ſalt- bitch, with 
the neceſſary labels, and every other part of puniſhment as 
inflicted on the former; nay, ſuch an averſion had they to 
the ſpilling of human blood, that by their own account, no: .- | 
ſort of criminals were ever put to death by their laws; and, 
according to tradition, a molt plentiful country beyond the 
deſarts, had upwardF$of three thouſand years ago been quite 
forſaken by their anceſtors, in order to evade ſpilling the 
blood of ſome neighbouring enemy that made war againſt 
them. They, with Pei wives and families made ſhift to 
croſs the deſarts to this place, where their poſterity had 
flouriſhed ever ſince, and lived peaceably together, without 
meeting with any moleſtation from troubleſome neighbou ty, 
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and their ſituation being till, unknown to other nations, 
they, to evade diſputes, and quarrels with them, chuſed to 
keep.it ſo. Hence it appears the only reaſon they had for 
confining me within ſuch narrow bounds, was fear, leaſt I 
ſhould find my way to, any other nation, and by making 
their ſituation known, involve them in future broils. _ 
They all agreed. of its being handed down from their an- 
ceſtoxs,. that two ſtrangers came amongſt them about 100 
years ago, one of whom was a Frenchman, who married the 
princeſs, and lived there highly reſpected for ſomething more 
than. 20 years, during which time ſeyeral perſons learned to 
converſe in his language, ſome relicks whereof ſtill remain 
amongſt the courtiers; and the other being ſuſpected of 
treachery, every neceſſary precaution that could be made'uſe 


of to prevent his deſigns from taking place was practiſed, 


yet he made the attempt, and failing therein ſhot himſelf 
through the head with a piſtol. They ſtile themſelves the 
FIVE TRIBES, and were diſtinguiſhable by as many different 
ſorts of dreſs, being of a brown complexion; but their orignal 
extract I could not trace out. Upon the whole, in making 
love to a female, with an intent to marry, and have my bounds 
enlarged, I made uſe of ſuch innocent freedom as would 
have ſooner been approved of, than deemed a fault in Britain; 
for which I was accuſed before the ruling magiſtrate, who 


giving ear to the charge, it was made good: Whereupon I 


was committed to priſon for life, as a capital offender againſt 
their laws, on the 5th of March 1780; the wealth being left 


to wy own diſpoſal now became uſeful. Gold was ſo plenty 


among them, as to be of ſomething leſs value than ſilver. 
In a few days the perſon who brought me from the hut, 
called on me, and conferred ſeveral hours with me concern- 
ing the laws of Britain, againſt which he at length became 
ſenſible that I had not tranſgreſſed in the affair whereof I 
ſtood convicted; therefore, on account of its having been 
occaſioned more through ignorance than deſign, he promiſed 
.to get my ſentence altered for that of baniſhment to a coun- 
try from whence I might readily find my way to Europe, if 
I would agree to be conveyed away in the ſame manner he 
fer the moſt pleaſing of all 


* 


that could have heen made in my then ſituation, which I moſt 
thankfully accepted of. He thereat appeared ſo well pleaſed, 
as nat to part without firſt convincing me in what hainous 
light the crime I had ſo inadvertently committed was looked 
on amongſt them. He declared, that the firſt Rep I ought 
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to have purſued, was to inform myſelf concerning their mode 


of courtſhip, and in purſuing it might, without any offenci 
to the female ſex, or matrimonial laws, have procured a wife 
by preſenting the fair one I moſt approved of with a roſe-bud, 
who, if ſhe approved the ſuit, would place it'in her boſom 
as a token of love, for me to preſent her with another halt 
blown, that day month; and, in caſe ſhe alſo placed that in 
her boſom, I was at full liberty to decline, or preſent her 
with another full blown, at the end of the ſecond month 
which if ſhe likewiſe 3 in her boſom as before, the match 
was ſo far concluded as not to be withdrawn, becauſe they 
had two full months allowed to gonſider of it, by converſing 
together occaſionally; and in caſe the man took any indecent 
freedoms during that ſpace of time, he was ſure to be conſi- 
dered as a dangerous member of ſociety, and as ſuch com- 
mitted to priſon for life, which, on account of their regula- 


rity in that affair ſeldom ever happens; the affections of the 


married couple being the only thing conſidered, and the 
ſtronger they appear to be linked together by it, the more 
pleaſure it gives to their friends: They never throw wealth 
into the ſcale, let the difference be ever ſo great, but always 
approve their love for each other, as the only thing neceſſary 
to promote future happineſs. He then took his leave, and 
performed his word on the 29th inſtant, by carrying me away 
on the back of a camel, with my eyes covered, having pre- 
viouſly ſhewed the exact weight of my gold, by weighing 
- the ſame before me in hs ile. We travelled fix or ſeven 
days before we came upon the deſarts, and ten or eleven more 
before we got to the oppoſite verdure; then ſtopping a week, 
I was allowed to have the pleaſure of looking about me in the 
tent, but no where elſe, 


After this we had another journey of two days betwixt and 


the ſands, and five or fix more before we got over them ; 
whence we purſued our journey, till the 1oth of May 1780, 
when the bandage being taken from my eyes by an unknown 
perſon, who preſented me with a laden camel, ſaying, Every 
thing thereon belonged to me, wherewith I was now 
welcome to provide for myſelf, and then he made the 
beſt of his way, leaving me in the open ſtreet of a large opu- 
lent city, without mentioning what place it was, or even wait- 
ing for my reply; where the multitude I beheld pafling and 
repaſſing about their own affairs, on foot, horſe-back, and 
aſs-back, with the grandeur of ſome, and meaaneſs of others. 
fealed up my lips with real ſurprize; and while I fat gazing 
; | f on 
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ſituation I was at length releaſed by a 


"LOI 
on the latter of theſe animals, which had chiefly carried me 
ſince Tleft the ſands, ſeveral perſons thinking I was at a loſs, 

came up to direct and'put me right; but not being underſtood; 

others drew near by little and little, till I was ſurrounded by 
an innumerable croud of people; from which diſagreeable 


rſon of no {mall au- 
thority, whoſe ſervant led my aſs and camel to the convent of 
St. John's, by his maſter's orders, where a French miſſionary 
gave me to underſtand that I was now in Grand Cairo the 
capital of Egypt, and thankfully rewarding the ſervant, I was 
here entertained with great hoſpitality; and on opening my 
ack found my full weight of gold, as weighed in the priſon, 
with no other difference than that of its having been changed 
into ſequins, ducats, piſtoles, and moidores, to the amount 
of thirteen thouſand pounds ſterling, with ſome curious pieces 
of ſilks, cottons and linens. This viſible proſpect of return- 
ing to Europe in ſuch opulent circumſtances, brought. the 
dying words of Mr. Jenkins to remembrance; and looking 
upon it as the entire work of divine providence, I therefore 


reſolved on devoting the remaining part of my life to the ſer- 


vice of heaven, and the good of mankind, at leaſt ſo far as 
my natural capacity, and ſubſtance thus miraculouſly heſtow- 
od. ane hog araub 0 h 
Being informed of three Italian merchants that were 
pretty well verſed in the French language, then in Cairo, 
and bound for Conſtantinople, I joined company with them; 


and accordingly ſet off the next day but one, for Alexan- 
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dria, . which prevented me from viſiting the antiquities ot 
Cairo, Which they ſay contains more than two millions of 
ſouls; þut let that be how it will, in my judgment the place 
itſeIf,covers much leſs ground than, London, as appeared 
when upon the terrace of the caſtle, from whence I had a 


_ Compleat proſpect of the whole place, as alſo of Old Cairo, 


and the pyramids from a different part of the caſtle; likewite 
Joſeph's Well, cut through the ſolid rock for near a 100 
yards in depth, from whence rhe caſtle had then a full ſup- 

ply of water. | 
At Alexandria we imbarked on board of a Turkiſh veſſcl. 
and after having touched at Smyrna, arrived at Conſtanti- 
nople by the latter-end of June. This city has a moſt elegant 
appearance, and is without diſpute much larger than Cairo; 
ſaid to contain full two millions of inhabitants, which by 
its great extent does not look altogether improbable- The 
eſtabliſhed religion is Mahemctaniſm, which depends whol'y 
on 
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von keeping the main body of the people in ignorance; and 


that is effectually performed by prohibiting all manner of 
books, except written ones, which run ſo very high, as none 


except the great are able to purchaſe thein; and this ſtep 


enables the ſtate to impoſe on the community, whatever 
they judge moſt likely to agree with their form of govern- 
ment, pretending to have prohibited the printing-preſs, 
with no other view than to keep many thouſands of book- 
writers employed, which would otherwiſe be laid idle; but, 
in my opinion, the real fact is neither more nor leſs, than 
Juſt as above defcribed; however, the Turks are in general 
extremely devout, as alſo charitable, and ſo exact in trade 
as a child may be ſent to the thop or market for things of 
value without W being wronged to the amount of a 
fingle farthing. The men'are by law allowed to have four 
wives of their own 85 and as many female ſlaves as 
they are able to purchaſe, daily buying and ſelling the fe- 
male ſex in the publick market, like as many cattle, whoſe 
touts hey confider as much inferior to their own, and con- 
ſequently exclude them 


F.. EF 


paradiſe with them. py pr non ogg oro ans 
Here I diſpoſed of fix diamonds to a. Jew merchant for 
five thouſand ducats, and bore, him company through 
Belgrade to Vienna, and from thence to Aix-Ja-Chapelle, 
where being taken ill, I ſtopped Toine months, then ſet off | 
for Brufſels, and from thence to Oſtend, where embarking 
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for Dover, I, on the 1 3th of September, 1481, arrived 


ſafe in London, after having been ſo many years abſent 
from my native land. And ſhewing the manuſctipt to a few 
ſelect friends, they jointly adviſed the publication of it; I 
therefore gave the ſame to RonERT BARK ER, an unfortu- 
nate blind man, for ſuch purpoſe, having fufficient reaſon 
to believe him truly worthy of it; as alſo, that he will be 
very diligent in the affair, on account of his own living 


wholly depending thereon | dat 


